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     Coleford Town Council

       Planning and Highways Committee
                                                      Tuesday 12th May 2026
 10.30am – 12.30pm
                                                         Town Council Chamber

Minutes

Present: 
Cllrs: M Cox (Chair), C Elsmore, S Cox, R Drury, S Cox, J Templeton, M Beard
L Jayne (Assistant Clerk) – Minute taking

1. There were no apologies received
2. There were no declarations of interest declared on the agenda
3. There were no new dispensation requests  
4. [bookmark: _Hlk183019744][bookmark: _Hlk190947477]To approve the minutes of the Highways and Planning Committee 28 April 2026
The minutes were proposed by C Elsmore as a true and accurate account. 
Cllr Drury seconded and the Chair signed a copy. 
5. To raise matters from the minutes of 28 March 2026
Page 1: Item 6 + 7a. 
Cllr M Cox has been in correspondence with P. Nash, owner of Lambsquay House. 
P. Nash also raised concerns regarding pedestrian safety in this area and does not believe the 20mph will be effective. 
P. Nash to be informed that a formal letter has been sent to GCC Highways from Coleford Town Council (CTC) regarding the concerns. For the office to send a copy of the minutes from the 28th April to P. Nash.
It was noted that the 20mph scheme has begun to be publicised.
It was noted that there are no official bus stop markings on the road. 
For the office to investigate the positioning of the bus stop and consider any safety concerns. 

Page 2: Item 7b. 
It was noted that a letter has been sent to Forest of Dean District Council (FoDDC) regarding ‘No Through Road’ signage on Primrose Drive, and that the resident has been updated. 

Item 8a. Tree planting has begun on Mile End Road. Cllr C Elsmore to investigate water tank. To monitor progress of town centre planting and wildflower progress. 

Page 3: Item 9a. It was noted that the office has sent a letter to GCC Highways regarding the quality of works on Station Road, Milkwall. 

6. There were no members of the public present

HIGHWAYS

7. To note correspondence received and make recommendations where necessary
a) Forest Grove road closure 
An update was provided on the unknown roadworks which had left at least six residents unable to leave their properties due to restricted access to the internal road network. 
The delays are understood to be related to attenuation ponds causing flooding at the Gamekeeper pub. GCC Highways contact, N Choat stated that the road is due to be adopted shortly. For CTC to monitor progress.

8. To receive an update on:
a) Tree planting – As updated in Item 5. 
b) Road Safety Group meeting – An update was provided by the Assistant Clerk. 
Visual safety adjustments to Broadwell Bridge crossroads have been implemented. 
A single yellow line for the bend on Coalway Road is planned for the next financial year (2027/28). 
For the office to find out what is required to progress the VAS camera at Mile End..

9. To consider Active Travel, ATAG group, funding and strategy: https://fdean.gov.uk/activetravel and make any recommendations.
Cllr M Cox updated. FoDDC Cabinet approved Active Travel Strategy on 12th of March.
Some of CTC’s high priority issues are now included in FoDDC’s high priority groups.
£18 million has been allocated from Central Government for Active Travel. The eligibility requirements for this funding relate to proximity to a university, hospital, or railway. 
CTC and the Forest of Dean (FoD) are not in receipt of this funding; the only Forest-related allocation references Hartbury at Five Acres and possibly the Newent loop.
 
ATC053 provides detail on all Active Travel routes – to be brought back to the next agenda for review. 

10. To update Highways tracker and consider specific actions / recommendations
No significant update to report. 
Active Travel Planning application has been submitted; further environmental amendments have been requested.
Public Rights of Way and Fixmystreet: two stiles and a wall collapse on RC017 require investigation at the bottom of Bakers Hill. Office to report. 

PLANNING

11. To consider the following applications:

	Reference
	Address
	Proposal

	P0491/26/FUL
	8 Crescent Close, Coleford, Gloucestershire, GL16 8EE
	Variation of condition 02 (approved plans) relating to P0221/23/FUL to allow for reduction
of width and increase of depth of extension with alterations to fenestration and roof.

	No objection. However, it is noted that no location plan has been included within the application.

The Council would ask that the applicant be mindful of the potential impact of lighting on local bird and bat populations, and that appropriate mitigation measures are considered.


	

	P0462/26/DISCON
	Land Adjacent To Poolway Farm, Gloucester Road, Coleford, Gloucestershire.
	Discharge of Condition 4 (CMP) relating to planning permission P0372/24/FUL

	We are unable to agree to this discharge on the following grounds:

1. In relation to the gas main and relocation of the associated pressure reduction station, further detail is required regarding how and when this will be achieved. This should include traffic management arrangements, the risk assessment to be carried out, and how affected residents will be informed about any interruption to central heating. 
A list of properties affected by the gas shut-off should also be provided.

2. It is not acknowledged that this forms part of an official HGV route. This must be included.

3. Clarification is needed on the maximum length of vehicles using the route regarding turning at specific areas, namely the right hand turn into Woodgate Road. We require specific detail on how traffic will be managed at that point.

4. The reference to "Five Ways" should be corrected to "Five Acres," with appropriate recognition of the school included.

5. The Local Green Space on the opposite side of the road to the site will need to be addressed. 

6. Temporary protection measures for trees and other ecological features must be referenced in the approved ecology plan, which has not been received.

7. The sequence of key events places sewer-related matters at the end, which is not considered appropriate given their significance. 

8. The Council requests confirmation that surface water drainage during the construction phase will be adequately managed and that all relevant conditions relating to surface water and drainage will be discharged prior to works commencing on site.


	

	P0463/26/DISCON
	Poolway Farm, Gloucester Road, Coleford, Gloucestershire.
	Discharge of Condition 6 (CMP) relating to planning permission P1594/23/FUL

	Objection.

It is noted that neither application (P0372/24/FUL nor P1594/23/FUL) addresses the use of temporary roads during the construction phase. The flood risk associated with this activity has therefore not been adequately considered and should be addressed prior to discharge.




12. To note recent planning appeals and decisions, and comment as necessary
There were no new decisions to note. 

13. [bookmark: _Hlk187077575]To consider any further aspects re FoDDC Local Plan 
a) Potential sites –
Further sites have come forward for assessment by FoDDC.
b) To update on Section 106 – No update. 

A recommendation for Full Council’s consideration was proposed by Cllr C Elsmore. 

RECOMMENDATION: As and when sites are agreed by the FoDDC Local Plan, for CTC to submit a formal letter to FoDDC outlining the case for related S106 monies, to also include Active Travel funds, now that the Active Travel Strategy has been agreed.

14. To update re. Active Travel planning application - P1583/25/FUL and make recommendations as necessary 
Further amendments to application required – ongoing.

15. To consider CNDP Review and make recommendations as necessary
Report to be given by Cllr M Cox at end of month Full Council. 
It was added that the 29th of June at 2:00pm will be the first stakeholder meeting to view draft policies. 

16. To note impending changes in NPPF and processes and consider training needs (BNG requirements and other).
Cllr M Cox updates. As of July 2026, the way in which BNG and ecology elements are assessed will change. Any sites less than 0.2 hectares will be exempt. 
Councillor training on these matters to be kept up to date. 

NALC’s Planning Reform training, tomorrow 13th May, 12:00pm – 1:15pm was noted.
For the office to write to FoDDC to enquire whether any training on NPPF changes is being offered.

17. [bookmark: _Hlk159426587]To update tracker and consider specific actions / recommendations
Paragraph 78 to be added to the tracker in relation to the drive-through restaurant application. An update was provided. 


Meeting End: 11.31am
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All Council meetings are open to the Public
If you wish to take part in this meeting, or require any additional information,
 please contact the Town Council on: ctcoffice@colefordtowncouncil.gov.uk / (01594) 832103
Coleford Town Council Making a Difference
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